

January 27, 2025
Dr. Jeffrey Khabir
Fax#: 989-953-5339
RE:  Ronald Shephard
DOB:  03/25/1944
Dear Jeff:
This is a followup for Mr. Shephard who has chronic kidney disease and prior history of right-sided retroperitoneal bleeding.  Last visit in July.  Denies hospital admission.  Has developed bilateral hand neuropathy apparently started on Neurontin so far tolerating without edema, shortness of breath or mental status changes.  Weight and appetite stable.  Denies nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or bleeding.  Denies changes in urination.  Minimal edema.  No chest pain, palpitation or increase of dyspnea.  No abdominal or back pain.  Has obesity.  Review of systems negative.
Medications:  Medication list review.  On Bumex, Coreg, bicarbonate replacement, diabetes cholesterol management, and new medicine Neurontin.
Physical Examination:  Present weight 216 pounds stable.  Blood pressure by nurse 114/64.  No respiratory distress.  Lungs are clear.  No pericardial rub.  No abdominal tenderness.  There is obesity.  No major peripheral edema.
Labs:  Chemistries in January.  Creatinine 2.5, which is baseline representing a GFR 25 stage IV.  Normal sodium, potassium and acid base.  Normal calcium.  Prior normal albumin.  Previously no anemia.
Assessment and Plan:  CKD stage IV.  No evidence of progression, not symptomatic.  No indication for dialysis.  Prior right-sided retroperitoneal bleeding, prior testing arterial Doppler negative for renal artery stenosis.  Blood pressure presently well controlled.  There is no anemia.  Other chemistries stable.  Continue same medications.  Continue present bicarbonate replacement.  Avoiding antiinflammatory agents.  I have no problem for him to use Neurontin.  If it is not working, increase the dose slowly to minimize potential mental status changes with advanced renal failure.  Plan to see him back in six months.  All questions answered.
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All above issues were discussed with the patient.  Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction.  Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/vv
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